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10 Easy Ways to Raise $250 < 4 \\
1. Donate $20 yourself and ask four friends for $20 each NEW ZEALAND Somcer
2. Ask 20 friends to donate $5 each
3. Ask 10 friends to donate $10 each
4. Send a letter to family and friends, explaining what Relay is and ask for a donation.

Suggestion: Always ask for more than you expect. Example: If you want $25, ask for $50. Be
sure to include a due date to send a donation.

5. Send a letter from your pet to family and friends. You might also want to send this out to your
veterinarian.

6. Take a walk around your neighborhood. Knock on doors and ask your neighbors for their
support.

7. Arrange a mufti or themed dress day at work. Anyone dressing down will have to pay. Be sure
you have a sign that says, "Please excuse our appearance today, we are dressing like this to
benefit the Cancer Society Relay For Life." You could charge anywhere from $1 to $5 per
person to dress up. You could arrange these on a weekly or monthly basis.

8. Collect donations by displaying cut-out suns, moons or stars in honor or in memory of loved
ones.

9. Sell unwanted household and other goods at a garage sale or on Trademe
Letters

Most successful teams use a combined approach of individual and team fundraising. The best way to
raise money, individually, is to write letters.

% Write personal letters to your family, friends, and co-workers, and let them know how cancer
has impacted your life. Share your feelings and the stories of those you know who have
survived the battle, have lost the battle or are still fighting the battle against cancer.

% Make it easy for people to donate; consider including a self-addressed envelope (stamped or
not) in the envelope when you mail the letter.

% Share sample letters with your team members to help them get started.

Here's a way to raise a lot of money in a short amount of time. Four to six weeks prior to your Relay,
set aside about four hours one day and you can have it all done.

% Compose a one-page letter. Write your own as if you are sending it individually to a close
friend. Use a computer. Copy it twice. Adjust one copy to be sent via email; the other for
regular mail.

% Both versions should begin with a quick apology for the impersonal nature. Include a preface
that as a friend, you thought they would be interested in this important cause.

% Send it to EVERYONE who has ever sent you something! For the emails, blind copy (bcc) them
all. They don't need to know who else is receiving your note. This can result in more than 100
emails.

% Balance fact with feeling. Include what Relay is (fact); why you are involved/what it means to
you (feeling); where and when your Relay is, where the money goes (facts); describe the
Candlelight ceremony and how to purchase one (feeling); remind them to seek a company
gift-match if offered (fact); and, on the back of the letter or at the bottom of your email,
recreate a receipt and a Candlelight sign-up form (time-saving tip).



Early on, make the ask. Don't limit your donors, but ask for a specific range. Ask for "$10, $20,
$50 or whatever your budget will allow."

Give a 10-day deadline for response. People respond when there is a sense of urgency. Tell
them to write the check to the Cancer Society and send it to your address.

Write up envelopes for everyone who will not receive an email. This is a great activity to do in
front of the TV.

Copy the letters and before stuffing into the envelope, hand-write in colored ink, on the top
of the letter the person's name and a quick line, "Hope you can support me."” Sign it to add the
personal touch.

Mail the letters (yes, you will be out-of-pocket the postage and copying costs but they are
minor compared to the return and, of course, the cause). Transmit the emails.

Now, sit back and watch the cheques roll in. And they will. One final thing; Send a brief
handwritten thank-you to everyone who responds immediately upon receiving the cheque. So,
in that spirit, good luck and for all the people who will benefit from your cancer-fighting
efforts...thank you!

Team Fundraising

From top teams across the country, we have learned that you can make virtually any type of
fundraiser successful by applying the following strategies:

Ae

Understand your community/target audience and try to identify something that might be of
value/interest to them.

- For a country club community, champagne cruises, wine tasting, or a social event at the club
might be most effective

- For shift workers at a factory, a "free paid day off" chance drawing might be effective
Publicize the fundraiser heavily - the more people who are aware, the greater the likelihood
of success

Undertake the fundraiser with great enthusiasm (it's contagious)
Pursue fundraising activities on a year-round ongoing basis

Just a Few Examples of Team Fundraisers
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Company Contribution - solicit a specific donation from your organization above and beyond
that raised by your team and apply the credit for incentives for all team members

Computer Message- Ask your company computer expert to have a message "pop up” on
employees’ screens asking for a donation. It won't go away until they give!!

Auction (Silent or Live) - hold the event at your business, in your neighborhood, or at church.
Ask for contributions of unique items. Display the items (or descriptions) prior to the event.
Hold the auction over lunch or at a convenient time.

Bake for Cure's Sake - Hold a Friday cake stall at work so employees will have treats for the
weekend.

Car Wash- an oldie, but a goodie. This works great for high school teams.

Matching Gifts- if your company has a matching gift programme, that's an effective way to
double your fundraising efforts. Check with your Human Resources department to obtain
forms.

Freddie the Flamingo - an 8-year-old boy in the USA put "Freddie Flamingos” in people's yards
with a note around Freddie's neck asking for a donation for Relay For Life. In the morning, he
collected the birds and the donations...more than $6,000! This could work well with garden
gnomes as well



Quilt Making - do you have a team that makes quilts? Make quilt squares in honor and in
memory of people with cancer. Ask for a contribution for different sizes: a 4" square for $5,
an 8" square for $15, and a 12" square for $25. Display the quilt at a public location.

Duped by Dollars- this works well at colleges or large companies. Departments/classes set up
a jar for change drop offs. The group with the most coins wins a prize.

Restaurants to the Rescue - ask a local restaurant or cafe to contribute a portion of the
proceeds for a day. It could be for a certain menu item or ask the owner if a special Relay
item can be on the daily special.

Photo Contest- hold a "stumper” photo contest. Ask employees to bring a baby or childhood
photo of themselves that they believe no one can identify. Ask for a donation to make a guess.
Give winners a contributed prize.

Fetch & Favor Fee- place a sign-up sheet outside your office, the teacher's lounge, or even
your own kitchen. Approach business owners with this offer to run errands like fetching coffee
or lunches, prescriptions, supplies, etc. Create a price list to match the errand and let them
know their dollars go toward a fighting cancer.

Windshield Washing - Fast food restaurant teams can collect donations for washing
windshields as cars pass through drive-up windows (have signs to explain what you're doing).

Poker Plays Pay - Invite 10 people over for a round of charity poker. Send invitations
explaining your Relay For Life participation and request everyone brings $25-40 mad money. If
you can recruit a few friends to help you, try this on a larger scale and hold it in your local
hall or school. Provide refreshments.

Wishing You Well - set up a "wishing well" at your local school, business, church, or store with
a sign explaining that all proceeds go toward Relay For Life and fighting cancer. Put an ad in
your local paper announcing specific days for change drop-offs. Maybe the store will match
the gifts. You could even have this at your tent site at the Relay.

Top Tent- fundraising at the Relay. Decorate ballot boxes for voting and donation collection.
People enter a vote for their favorite tent site with a donation. Each site collects the vote and
donation toward the total vote. .

Ask for Contributions for:

- The shirt off your back. Donors pay $ to write their names on the back of the shirt that gets
worn for 24 hours

- Food, any kind, any way, anywhere

- Art, both professional and student

- Balloons. Donations for Relay balloons can be for $2 each and make bouquets to be delivered
by volunteers.

- Candles

- Hair cuts. Have local salons sponsor a cut-a-thon with proceeds going to Relay.

- Flowers

- Jewelry

- Yard, porch, garage sales

Park Cars - if your company has a parking lot near an events venue, park, or other areas
where parking is in demand, let participants in the activity make a donation to park there.

Kiss the Pig - Put a picture of 2 or 3 managers or teachers on a cutout of a pig and
students/employees vote. The one with the most votes has to kiss a pig in front of everyone.

0dd jobs for a fee- great for youth

Auction a prime parking spot for a week

Questions for a buck - one team in the USA raised money by having their boss charge $1 for
each question.

Ugly bartender Contest- Get the bartenders in town to agree to be in your contest. For $1 a
vote, the winner wins some type of award and becomes an honorary "server” of your team. .



% Pizza Box Promotion- get a local pizza franchise to agree to stick Relay brochures on all of
their pizza boxes. Finally - something GOOD sticking to the top of the lid!

% Garage Oil Change- request that a local garage donate their time and material for a Saturday
afternoon of oil changes. While the customer is waiting, hand out Cancer Society and Relay
information and sign people up for the survivors lap or candlelight ceremony

% Recycling - offer to take scrap metal, or building materials away free of charge from local
building sites, construction companies, businesses, homes etc - sell to the scrap metal dealer
or building recyclers.

On-site Fundraisers

Your team should aim to raise most of your goal prior to the event. You are encouraged to do on-site
fundraising at Relay For Life, but it shouldn't take the place of pre-event efforts. Here are some ideas
of fundraisers that your team can do during your Relay For Life event. The idea is to create a game or
activity or have something donated and then have your team members promote your on-site activity
to raise more money for your team. Be creative, use your theme. If planned far enough ahead, these
on-site activities are could be included in the programme, so share your ideas at a team meeting.
Some ideas:

% Balloon Pop - Team members collect prizes as well as donate their own goods or services as
prizes. Before filling each balloon with helium, put a note inside with the name of the prize.
People donate $1.00 to buy a balloon and pop it to find out what they win.

% Caricatures - Offer caricatures at your campsite for a donation. It's sure to be a hit!

# Bowling Chance - A $1.00 donation gives you the chance to throw 2 balls (toy bowling set). If
you strike, your name is entered into the drawing two times. If you spare with your second
ball, your name is entered into the drawing once. the team solicits a nice prize for the
drawing.

% Dance Lessons - Have dance lessons at your campsite for a donation. Swing, salsa, ballroom,
disco and more!

% Face Painting - Set up a booth at Relay and offer face painting for a donation.

% Food Sale - Sell healthy treats and snacks, home baked cookies, sandwiches, popcorn... the
sky’s the limit!

% Fortune Telling - Look into a crystal ball... and tell participants their fortune for a donation!

% General Store - Have extra campsite supplies available for a donation for people who did not
come prepared or forgot something (toothbrushes/toothpaste, extra socks, toilet paper,
flashlight, bug spray, sunscreen, baby wipes).

% Hollywood Snapshot - Get a cardboard cut-out of a famous person and have your picture
taken for a donation.

% Jail & Bail - A former American Cancer Society fundraiser. For a donation, participants can be
arrested. For an additional donation, they can post their own bail.

% Mexican Cantina - Decorate your campsite in theme, have non-alcoholic Margaritas, Relay
tattoos, chips and guacamole. Fiesta! .

* Games - Bring the fair atmosphere to Relay! Host games at your campsite that encourage fun
competition.

% Popsicle or ice cream sale - Get a local grocery store to donate the Popsicles/icecream treats
and sell them at Relay for a suggested donation.

% Silent Auction - Have each team donate an item to be bid on in a silent auction. Money raised
from that item will go toward the team’s total. This encourages teams to donate nice items.

% Video Sale - How many times can you watch Forrest Gump? Sell those old movies at Relay!

% Wedding Chapel - Charge a donation to “marry” people or renew their vows. Have wedding
cake, wedding photos, wedding bands, and a ride around the track in a golf cart with cans on
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it. Each activity can require a donation or be done as a package deal. Use a stand up cutout of
a tux and wedding dress for heads to take a photo. All for fun!
Please note: this would, of course, not be a legally binding activity!

Hole-in-One try - set up a portable putting green and if they make it, put their name in a hat.
Winner gets a good prize.

Play board games - make a donation to play (great activity late at night)
Kisses - have a nice looking male/female with a tray of chocolate kisses
Disposable cameras (have a local store donate the cameras) all sell on site
Plant or craft stall



